A method for immediate comparative assessment of microinjected mammalian oocytes.
Manipulation of mammalian oocytes at the molecular level is hampered by low transcriptional activity and the presence of large stores of mRNA and protein. Microinjection of interfering macromolecules has become an important tool in studying oocyte maturation, although injection success, final concentrations of injected substances and viability after injection remain difficult to assess with current techniques. To address these problems, we developed an epifluorescence microscopy based technique to evaluate oocytes directly after (co-)injection of green fluorescent protein (GFP).